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WELCOME TO IFLA 2025

Dr Bruno Marques
President, International Federation of Landscape
Architects

The 671st IFLA World Congress, held in the vibrant and pioneering city of Nantes under
the theme "Guiding Landscapes,” marks a pivotal moment for our profession. As
President of the International Federation of Landscape Architects, it fills me with
immense pride to witness the culmination of years of dedicated work by the French
Federation of Landscape Architects (FFP) in bringing together this global gathering.

With its forward-looking theme, this IFLA World Congress underscores the critical and
proactive role our profession must play in navigating the unprecedented
environmental challenges facing our planet. The impressive global response, reflected
in the vast number of high-quality submissions, speaks volumes about the
commitment within our community to lead the way toward a more sustainable and
resilient future.

The theme "Guiding Landscapes” has resonated throughout the diverse programme,
which encompasses several key thematic tracks exploring our profession’s leadership.
These include professional practice, examining new roles and standards for
landscape architects; territorial and scale challenges, focusing on steering regional
futures through integrated design; and the future of education, reimagining curricula
for emerging challenges. Together with high-level representation from numerous UN
agencies, the World Bank, our allied built environment organisations and local
stakeholders, these and many more themes provide a vital platform for in-depth
discussions and the sharing of innovative solutions.

| extend my sincere gratitude to the French Federation of Landscape Architects,
especially President Henri Bava and the entire Organising Committee, for their
exceptional leadership and dedication in hosting this landmark event. The tireless
efforts of the various committees, sponsors, and volunteers have ensured a seamless
and enriching experience for all participants.

The success of this Congress lies not only in the quality of the academic discourse
but also in the spirit of collaboration that defines our global community. The
connections forged and the ideas exchanged in Nantes will undoubtedly inspire and
empower landscape architects worldwide to continue pushing the boundaries of our
profession in service of a healthier planet. As we move forward, let us carry the
momentum and insights gained from this Congress to amplify our collective impact.
The challenges ahead require clear guidance, and landscape architects are uniquely
positioned to provide the vision and expertise needed to shape a more sustainable
and equitable future for all.



WELCOME TO IFLA 2025

Henri Bava
Congress and FFP President

The IFLA WORLD 2025 congress in Nantes will take place in the context of global
climate change, where adapting and building resilience in cities and territories
requires profound and systemic transformations.

The profession of landscape architects plays a central role in these efforts,
promoting urban approaches that prioritize living soils, biodiversity, and sustainable
water management. It operates across all scales of metropolitan, agro-forestral,
industrial or/and natural territories. It helps to anticipate environmental changes
through participatory project approaches that make transformative dynamics
accessible to inhabitants.

To support the transformation of territories, landscape architects develop nature-
based solutions: to this end, they leverage all available sources of socio-
environmental information, data systems and others digital tools. Combined with
artificial intelligence, these tools now complement the survey and representation
methods already at their disposal for their projects. The IFLA WORLD 2025 Congress is
an opportunity to share best practices and insights from practitioners and
researchers around the world, aiming to make the actions of landscape architects
and associated professionals even more virtuous and effective.



WELCOME TO IFLA 2025

Frédéric Dellinger,

Senior Lecturer at the National School of
Architecture in Grenoble, France, Coordinator of
the IFLA 2025 Scientific Committee

The question raised by *Guiding Landscape’, the International Federation of
Landscape Architects 2025 Congress in Nantes, integrates two postulates: we now
live in a fluctuating world of socio-environmental crises for which human activities
are largely responsible; faced with this uncertainty, developing our adaptability and
robustness is probably one of the most promising ways to respond.

Each of our projects (whatever their territorial scale), is part of a geographical and
agronomic reality; the conditions of the site are our compass. Working with the living
(and for the living) teaches us humility and acceptance. The landscape project is a
promise, a vision. Qur profession would have the cards in hand to accompanuy, to
“quide” territories in their necessary transformations in response to the current and
future upheavals at work. ’*Guiding Landscape’, therefore questions both the
conditions and dynamics of the site as 'quide’ of the project, but also landscape
architects as ’quides’ of the actors of the territory.

Ten themes organizing themes have been determined. The first five focus on the
scale of the city, and the second five on the scale of the territory. These themes
address both environmental conditions and societal perspectives of the project.
Within these themes have been integrated nature-based solutions approaches and
the new tools carried by artificial intelligence.

The landscape project is not just a synthesis of ecological solutions to meet societal
needs. The aesthetic dimension and spatial quality of the projects we develop remain
at the heart of our DNA. The IFLA 2025 congress presents a balance between
research and project, between designers and researchers.

More than 800 landscape actors from 56 countries responded to the call for papers.
The selection work has retained half of these proposals, either for oral presentations
in sessions or for a poster. | take this opportunity to warmly thank all the members of
the scientific committee for their contribution. | also thank all those who participated
in the double review of the anonymized proposals. The congress in Nantes also
includes a dozen international keynote speakers, numerous round tables, and special
guests to propose a synthesis of these exchanges. At the heart of IFLA’s objectives,
and particularly its annual congresses, there is the desire to exchange and share, to
learn from each other through the diversity of our practices. My participation in the
recent IFLA congresses has made me a witness that it is indeed generosity that we
find at the heart of these meetings. | hope that our exchanges in Nantes will
constitute a new illustration.









Congress topics

Topic 1I: Guiding cities
Through what is alive (ecosystems, rainwater, soil, rivers)
Cities as ecosystems

On the eve of the sixth mass extinction of species, and in the face of
accelerating environmental change, we need to move from observation to action
and reconsider urban ecosystems: the built and the unbuilt, the organic and the
inorganic, the living, whether it be human or non-human. This objective
encourages the cross-fertilisation of skills between different fields:
architecture, ecology, engineering, landscape, urban planning, etc. In this
context, what impact can the prioritisation of living organisms pre-existing to
the project have on our urban landscapes? How can we better integrate
ecological processes at different scales and their constraints into our urban
areas”? More specifically, biodiversity issues require us to think in terms of time,
seasons, growth and senescence processes, as well as ecological dynamics and
acceptance of the spontaneous. How do we choose between local and ’exotic’
plant species? But also, how does the ongoing progress of 3D software offer
the landscape project new ways of representing the living world and its
dynamics? Can Al help us increase the value of new, mass-collected
environmental data?

Soil management

Understanding the soil and its condition is a fundamental step in understanding
the potential of a site to host ecological and sustainable projects. Soil not only
supports plant and animal life; it is also one of the main reservoirs of biodiversity
on earth. It is a major carbon sink and an essential receptacle for rainfall thanks
to its retention capacity (soil also acts like a ’'sponge’). Together with the flora
and fauna that thrive in them, soils are our main source of food and the best
climate reqgulators. Yet for more than a century, humanity has never neglected
and polluted them to such an extent. In major cities, fertile soil has become so
scarce and precious that new players such as "technical soil manufacturers” are
now emerging. How can landscape architects address these issues? When is the
right time to incorporate these considerations into the project? How do frugal
soil strategies affect landscape design? What potential can emerge to poor or
to polluted soils?



Topic 1: Guiding cities
Through what is alive (ecosystems, rainwater, soil, rivers)
Rainwater and water landscapes

The successive revolutions in town planning and architecture from the
nineteenth to the twentieth century, first under the influence of hygienic
thinking, then with modernity, and more recently with the concept of *smart
cities”, have gradually distanced city dwellers from their geographical
environment. Rainwater and waterways have been channelled and buried, while
nature has more often than not been reduced to a mere decorative element.
These actions, based on the efficiency and rationality of engineering, have
considerably reduced the resilience of our cities to the risks of flooding and
heatwaves. It is now time to adopt the porous city and ’sponge’ city models,
where water is slowed down, distributed, infiltrated and purified, thanks to and
with the soil and vegetation, according to the principles of regenerative
hydrology. Having tried to manage our rivers, we now need to relearn how to live
with them. All over the world, cities are changing their relationship with the rivers
that flow through them and the wetlands that surround them. What tools and
strategies can we implement to meet the challenge of water, both as a resource
and as a factor of risk? How does this (re)valorisation of river routes open the
way to new aesthetic exploration around the re-appropriation of landscapes?
And how can new technologies such as drone scanning and point clouds enrich
project approaches?



With society (art, design, consultation, uses)

Use, memory, artistic creation

The landscaping project also involves designing living and convivial spaces,
promoting diversity, intergenerational exchanges and social cohesion. Todau,
when it is unthinkable to develop a project without incorporating contributions
from local residents and stakeholders, as well as an educational dimension aimed
at the general public, what role does the landscape architect’s expertise play in
the creation of shared spaces? And for what social justice? What place should
we leave for uses or events, what place for art, for artistic creation, for what
"landscape (infra)structure”? How can we reveal to residents and/or tourists
what is "already there” or the memories of this area”? Aren’t these memories also
great resources for project design? The landscape is our everyday living
environment, but to what extent does it not also provide a setting for the best of
our societies? If landscape architecture and art already have a rich history, how
can we participate in the new synergies between art, memory and ecology?

Participatory approaches and governance strategies

The demand for residents to participate in projects relating to their living
environment requires us to change our practices and apply appropriate
methodologies and teaching methods, whether through information,
consultation, co-design and co-construction. This is illustrated by the need for a
’bottom-up’ approach in which the knowledge and opinions of local people and
their perceptions of their environment are taken into account. This corresponds
with the definition of the concept of landscape in the European Convention,
which ” means an area, as perceived by people, whose character is the result of
the action and interaction of natural and/or human factors ” (article 1. a.) and
which leads to the definition of a "landscape quality objective®designating ” the
formulation by the competent public authorities of the aspirations of the public
with regard to the landscape features of their surroundings ” (article ‘. c.). Faced
with these challenges, what changes can be observed in the role of landscape
architects (mediators, advisors, etc.) within multidisciplinary teams? What role
should elected representatives and the technical departments under their
responsibility play in these debates? What role should civil society (associations,
public institutions, economic players) play? What participatory approaches
should be adopted to achieve what results with the greatest possible
representativeness (inclusion)? To what extent can landscape architects
contribute to social equity, inclusivity, and accessibility as well as to a peaceful
living together and to the health of all? What timescales should be envisaged
and how should this work be remunerated?



Topic 2: Guiding territories

By changing the design of regional projects (energy landscapes,
agroforestry, risks)

Tools for intervention at different scales, for multifunctional
landscapes

In the context of accelerated climate change (and the risks and discomforts
that go with it), in relation with the massive artificialisation of agricultural and
natural areas, what role do landscape architects occupy, or should they occupuy,
in the planning and management of anthropized territories? How can they adopt
the new technologies for data collection and Al-enabled data enhancement?
Are landscape architects making a comeback in the debate on cities and
contemporary urban planning issues? What skills can landscape architects bring
to multi-disciplinary teams, whether to help cities expand within their own
regions or to support them in their reinvention and reconstruction? We need to
look at the conditions under which the profession can operate at these scales,
and at the positioning of 'urban’ projects as a lever for landscape projects.

The development of hydraulic, solar and wind enerqgy is also having an ever-
increasing impact on our environments. Are we at the dawn of new
“technological” landscapes and a renewal of aesthetic references? How should
we interpret the resistance of local populations to these changes, and what role
can landscape architects play in these debates?

With regard to territorial transformations, the rise of renewable energies and the
greening of territories questions the confrontation, within non-urbanised
territories, between natural territories and productive territories. The search for
optimisation leads to multifunctional territories. Does this greening of the
countryside put the landscape architect back at the heart of the challenges
facing our agricultural, fish farming and forestry landscapes? How can these
landscapes be more respectful of living organisms, soils and health, and how can
we participate in their emergence and deployment?



Tools for reinventing territories in situations of risk and
environmental change

In certain areas, the need to take account of the impact of natural hazards
(cyclones, heatwaves, fires, floods, etc.) and their environmental consequences
(retreating coastlines, soil deterioration, desertification, etc.) has led to the
development of tools and methodological approaches that combine different
scales of consideration. How can these tools also benefit from Al in the analysis
of the exploding quantities of data provided by new reading technologies? The
aim is no longer simply to protect against or control these risks, but rather to
support local populations in accepting them, with the timeframes and
modifications they entail. The aim is to propose resilient layouts and
arrangements. These transformations are also accompanied by a necessary
change in people’s perception of the notion of risk, inviting projects to play an
educational role in understanding the dynamics of living things, which, it should
be remembered, often develop over several generations. They also encourage a
better articulation between built and unbuilt areas, between landscapes and
territorial infrastructures. The layouts and construction need to be designed in
an integrated way rather than separately. This is leading to changes in the
professions and in the make-up of project management teams. Given these
changes, what role could landscape architects play? Environmental change is
accelerating the pace of geographical and ecological upheaval. In addition to
the potential loss of emblematic landscapes, inhabited areas are being directly
threatened, for example by retreating coastlines. These changes could trigger
massive population movements. How can our tools and methodological
approaches as landscape architects accompany these upheavals, and perhaps
limit their most significant impacts?



With legislative and social advances in planning (planning law, nature
and society, heritage landscapes)

Organisation of large territories

Over the centuries, regulatory texts relating to the planning and management of
territories have evolved to accompany and modify their transformations. The
frameworks, scales and objectives have varied, keeping pace with socio-
economic developments as well as with evolving democratic aspirations and
new knowledge about the complexity of the world. The approaches and
situations vary widely from country to country and the different environmental
geographies. What recent advances have been made and what new challenges
do these documents face in terms of managing urban sprawl, integrating the
expectations of multifunctional territories and integrating and/or mitigating
environmental change? What differences can be observed between countries
and their contexts in terms

of the development of these documents, and what impact do they have on
these societies? How can landscape architects participate in these societal
reflections and play a part in resolving these issues? More specifically, how can
we reconcile, for example, food sovereignty, heritage 'food’ landscapes, the
environment and the European Landscape Convention?

Towards a right for nature

Nature and landscape are already subject to the law and will be increasingly so
in the future. In France, the Loire River is the focus of a major campaign by
associations and scientists to gain recognition as a legal entity and, ultimately,
to create a’parliament’ to defend the rights of this natural entity. Landscape
and biodiversity issues are trying to find their place in urban planning
documents and in the creation of the "right to build”. But how can we reconcile
the complexity of concepts such as "landscape integration” or cohabitation
with living organisms” with a land law that aspires to be clear and pragmatic?
How does the presence or absence of a nature/culture dualism in a society
influence the way this notion is considered in legislation? More specifically, how
do differences in understanding of the notions of 'nature’ and ’landscape’
interact with the law and planning expectations? If the concept of ‘'nature
alongside man’is an approach to living things that is common in Western
societies, what about the concept of landscape?



Evolution of heritage landscapes

The rapid pace of global warming is already having a visible impact on all
landscapes, including those deemed worthy of protection because of their
natural or cultural heritage value. In addition to the changes already observed
(changes in farming practices, conflicts, natural disasters, etc.), the
acceleration of climate change raises new questions about what defines the
value of a landscape and its ability to endure beyond the transformations it has
undergone. It is becoming imperative to accompany these changes by working
on the collective imagination associated with these landscapes. The concept of
the "cultural landscape®, adopted in 1992 by UNESCQO’s World Heritage
Committee, has also made it possible to consider the heritage value of the
“organically evolved landscape”. These landscapes need to evolve to retain their
heritage value, while at the same time incorporating the changes taking place in
their socio-economic context and because of climate change. But what do we
do if some of these landscapes are no longer able to adapt to their "new”
environment ?Wouldn’t the challenge be to imagine other forms of conservation,
between restoring them to their original state and replacing them in a way that
preserves the spirit of these landscapes? Can virtual technologies help us to
understand and communicate about historical landscapes? This also invites
reflection on the protection of intangible heritage linked to know-how and the
relationship between man and nature...? How can regulatory documents evolve
to help requlate these issues, and what role should landscape architects play in
this?



Keynote speakers

Alexandre Chemetoff (France)

French architect, urban planner, and landscape artist

Alexandre Chemetoff is a French architect, urban planner, and landscape
designer whose interdisciplinary practice spans architecture, urbanism,
and landscape design. He describes his approach as “polytechnic,”
intentionally erasing boundaries between disciplines to view each project
as both a question posed and a world into which one commits.

In 1983, Chemetoff founded the Bureau des Paysages, a multidisciplinary
collective of architects, urban planners, and landscape architects. Since
2008, his work has continued through Alexandre Chemetoff & associés,
which oversees a network of studios in Gentilly, Nantes, and Nancy,
employing around forty collaborators.

His portfolio reflects a deeply contextual and transformative urban
vision—from urban centers like Boulogne-Billancourt (1996-2001) and ile de
Nantes (2000-2010) to territorial redevelopments in Nancy, Saint-Etienne,
and Grenoble. He also created Notable public spaces such as the Bamboo
Garden at Parc de la Villette and revitalized Riverbanks In Nancy. Chemetoff
was awarded the prestigious Grand Prix de I'urbanisme in 2000 for his
significant contributions. Chemetoff’s design philosophy places the site as
a resource, and the program as an inquiry, favoring “constructing
situations” over imposing form. He prioritizes attentive observation of the
existing landscape—preserving heritage and responding to local context,
rather than more radical tabula rasa approaches.

Antoine Picon, Engineer, Architect and Historian (France)

Closing remarks at the Closing Session

Antoine Picon is a professor at the Harvard University Graduate School of
Design. He is also a member of the French Academy of Technologies and
an associate member of the French Academy of Architecture. He served
as president of the Le Corbusier Foundation from 2013 to 2024. He has
published numerous articles and books on the history of engineers, the
history of utopias, and the history of architecture, cities, and territories.
Many of these works emphasize the relationships between the
production of space and scientific and technical developments. He has
also made a series of contributions to the history of utopias. At the
intersection of these various areas of interest, his latest books focus on
the impact of the digital revolution on architecture and the city, as well
as on the interactions between cities, nature, and technologuy.

He is notably the author of: Architectes et ingénieurs au siecle des
Lumiéeres (1988), Claude Perrault (1988), L/nvention de lI'ingénieur
moderne (1992), La Ville territoire des cyborgs (1998), Les Saint-
simoniens (2002), Culture numérique et architecture (2010), Ornament :
The Politics of Architecture and Subjectivity (2013), Smart cities :
Théorie et critique d’un idéal auto-réalisateur (2013), Smart Cities : A
Spatialised Intelligence (2015), La Matérialité de l'architecture (2018),
The Materiality of Architecture (2020), Natures Urbaines: Une Histoire
Technique et Sociale 1600-2030 (2024).




Ariella Masboungi, architect-urban planner (France)
Architect-urban planner, former senior civil servant in charge of the "Urban
Project” at the Ministry of Urban Planning, where she directed the Grand
Prix de I'Urbanisme (Urban Planning Grand Prize) and the *Urban Project
Workshops,” resulting in publications such as "Penser /a ville par le paysage,
puis la lumiere et enfin l'art contemporain”("Thinking the City Through
Landscape, Then Light, and Finally Contemporary Art™), "Berlin, génie de
l'improvisation” ("Berlin, Genius of Improvisation™). She explores topics such
as "L’énergie au coeur du projet urbain”("Energy at the Heart of the Urban
Project™), “territoires oubliés” ("Forgotten Territories”), and currently
*l'urbanisme féministe”("Feminist Urbanism™) at the Club Ville-
Aménagement, where she leads the *5a 7”evening discussions on societal
themes like ecology, economics, and digital cities. She synthesized her
work in “Le plaisir de l'urbanisme” ("The Joy of Urban Planning™) upon
receiving the 2016 Urban Planning Grand Prize. Her latest book, co-authored
with A. Petitjean in 2022, is titled "La ville pas chiante, alternatives a la ville
générigue” ("The Non-Boring City: Alternatives to the Generic City”), and in
February 2024, “Les territoires oubliés, un futur désirable” ("Forgotten
Territories, a Desirable Future™), co-written with Guillaume Hébert.

She has been awarded the Grand Urban Planning Medal by the Académie
d’Architecture and the rank of Officer of the Legion of Honor.

Bertrand Folléa Professor, Landscape Architect (France)

Topic : Transition and Resilience Through Landscape

Bertrand Folléa is co-founder and co-manager of the Folléa-Gautier
landscape architects and urban planners agency. National Landscape
Grand Prix winner in 2016. Since 1991, the Folléa-Gautier agency has been
designing and implementing development projects in metropolitan France,
overseas territories, and internationally: gardens, public spaces, eco-
neighborhoods, urban renewal, infrastructure, cultural and tourist sites,
natural spaces...

He is also the director of the Landscape and Energy Chair and director of
the Chairs at the National School of Landscape Architecture of Versailles-
Marseille. He was an associate professor at INSA Centre Val de Loire
(School of Nature and Landscape in Blois) from 2013 to 2023. He has been
a state landscape consultant since 1994 for the Ministry of Ecology and
was a landscape consultant for the Ministry of Culture. He is a member of
think tanks: Landscapes of the post-oil era (PAP), The Ecological Factory
(LFE).

He is the author of *The Archipelago of Metamorphoses - Transition
through Landscape,” published by Parentheses in 2019, and has
coordinated the publication of several works on landscape and energy:
“Landscapes and Energies, a Historical Perspective” (Sylvain Allemand,
Hermann, 2021); "Energy Transition: Towards Desirable Landscapes”
(methodological guide, 2022); Landscape and Energy Image Book” (2022).



4 Cecil Konijnendijk Researcher (The Netherlands)
- Topic: The Global Forest City Journey: From the 3-30-300 rule to

= Doorstep Trees
Cecil Konijnendijk has 30 years of experience studying, teaching, and
advising on aspects of urban forestry and nature-based solutions. From
Utrecht, The Netherlands, he co-leads the Nature Based Solutions Institute, a

. think tank for the evidence-based greening of cities. Cecil has held full and

. visiting professorships in Belgium, Canada, China, Denmark, Hong Kong, and
Sweden. He has advised, national and local governments in more than 30
countries, as well as international organisations such as FAO and UNECE, on
the formulation and implementation of green space and urban forestry
policies and programs. He was part of the team, for example, of development
urban forest master plans for the cities of Birmingham (UK) and Groningen
(The Netherlands), as well as for the development of a green roof and fagade
strategy for Riyadh (Saudi Arabia). His books include ‘The Forest and the City:
the cultural landscape of urban woodland’(2nd edition in 2018) and
‘Rethinking urban greens spaces’ (2024). In 2021 he launched a new
evidence-based guideline for urban greening, the so-called 3+30+300 rule,
which is now used by municipalities, regional governments, and organisations
across the world. Cecil is passionate about building meaningful relationships
between people and nature to create better urban places.

Charles Waldheim, Architect and Urbanist (USA)

Topic: Notes on French Landscape Urbanism

Charles Waldheim is a North American architect and urbanist based in
Cambridge, Massachusetts. Waldheim’s research examines the
relationships between landscape, ecology, and contemporary urbanism. On
these topics, Waldheim is author, editor, or co-editor of numerous
publications on these topics, including Landscape as Urbanism: A General
Theory (Princeton University Press) and The Landscape Urbanism Reader
(Princeton Architectural Press). Waldheim developed the theory of
landscape urbanism in response to the industrial economies and emergent
ecologies of the American city. On this topic, he curates the Harvard GSD’s
Future of the American City podcast series. Waldheim is John E. Irving
Professor at the Harvard University Graduate School of Design where he
directs the school’s Office for Urbanization. He also serves as the Ruettgers
Curator of Landscape at the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum in Boston.
Waldheim is recipient of the Rome Prize Fellowship from the American
Academy in Rome; the Visiting Scholar Research Fellowship at the Canadian
Centre for Architecture; the Sanders Fellowship at the University of
Michigan; and the Cullinan Chair at Rice University. He has been a visiting
scholar at the Architectural Association School of Architecture in London
and the Bauhaus in Dessau, Germanuy.




Dirk Sijmons Landscape Architect (Netherlands)

Topic: The Future Conditions of Anthropocene

Dirk Sijmons is one of the founders of H+N+S Landscape-architects where
he was mostly involved in regional plans and research-by-design
commissions (1990-2015). In 2002 Sijmons received the Maaskant award
and in 2007 the Edgar Doncker award for his contribution to ‘Dutch
Culture’. His book publications in English are = Landscape (1998),
Greetings from Europe (2008 ), Landscape and Energy (2014), Moved
Movement, (2015) & Room-for-the-River (2017) In the Anthropocene site
matters in four ways (2020). Sijmons was appointed first State Landscape
Architect of the Netherlands (2004-2008). He held the chair of
Environmental Design (2008-2011) and that of Landscape Architecture
(2011-2015) at TU-Delft. He was curator of IABR—2014 themed Urban-by-
Nature. Sijmons teached and lectured at many universities, PENN, Harvard,
Brussels, Leuven, Paris, Aarhus, Malm®, Tokyo, Tel Aviv, Sydney, and
Melbourne among them. At the World Design Summit 2017 in Montreal, he
received the IFLA sir Geoffrey Jellicoe award. Since 2020 he is involved in
research on the implications of for the design community our
Anthropocene condition and leads the yearly workshop ‘Citizenship in the
Anthropocene’ at the Independent School for the City (Rotterdam).

Jean Viard Sociologist (France)

Topic: Ecological Individual, Birth of a Civilization

Jean Viard is a sociologist and associate research director at CEVIPOF-
CNRS (Center for Political Research at Sciences Po). He holds a
postgraduate degree in economics (Aix-en-Provence) and a doctorate in
sociology from the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales. His
areas of specialization include social time (vacations, 35-hour workweek),
as well as space (urban planning, agricultural issues) and politics

As a public speaker, he regularly contributes to print and audiovisual
media and also provides consulting services to businesses and local
authorities

He directs a collection at Editions de I’Aube in La Tour-d’Aigues (Vaucluse),
which he founded with Marion Hennebert

Author of numerous works, his latest book, *L’individu écologique,
naissance d’une civilisation,” was just published by I’Aube in October 2024.



Jacqueline Osty Landscape Architect (France)
Topic: From the Blade of Grass to the Horizon, Sketching the

City Through the Landscape

A graduate of the ENSP in Versailles, Jacqueline Osty established her
agency in Paris in 1985. She taught at the National School of Nature and
Landscape in Blois from 2004 to 2019. With Atelier AJOA, Jacqueline Osty
works on projects of extremely varied nature and scale: urban parks,
public spaces, and vast urban sector projects. Among her numerous
references, her work is notably illustrated by Saint-Pierre Park in Amiens,
Bonne Park in Grenoble, the Paris Zoological Park, and Martin Luther King
Park, the latest large park in Paris, a true nature haven in the Clichy
Batignolles neighborhood, Paris 18th arrondissement. Her public space
and promenade projects are also exemplified by Feydeau-Commerce
Square in Nantes, the promenades of Reims, Bellecour Square, Jacobins
Square, Bachut Space in Lyon, the boulevards of Chartres’ historic center,
and the seafront of Les Sables d’Olonne. In urban planning, the studio
designs the Flaubert eco-district in Rouen and is currently working on the
urban project of lle de Nantes and the grand canal park along the canals
in Toulouse. For this diversity of achievements, Jacqueline Osty has been
awarded the Urban Planning Prize, Parks and Gardens category in 1994,
and the National Landscape Grand Prize in 2005 for Saint-Pierre Park in
Amiens and in 2018 for the Seine riverbank developments in Rouen
(Presqu’ile Rollet). She also received the Grand Silver Medal from the
Architecture Academy Foundation on June 22, 2004. She received the
National Eco-district Prize for Bonne Park in 2009 and the Landscape
Victory Prize in 2012 for Clichy-Batignolles Park in Paris. Finally, she
received the Grand Prize for Urban Planning in 2020.

[ B L 1l Kongjian YU Landscape Architect (China)
Topic: Designing a Sponge Planet: Landscape Architecture for

"; f Climate Resilience
‘ Kongjian Yu, a farmer’s son and a Doctor of Design from Harvard, is the
founding dean of Peking University’s College of Architecture and
l <| | Landscape. A leader in ecological urbanism and climate resilience, his
\" ' il "Sponge City/Sponge Planet” concept has shaped China’s ecological
0 i policies and earned global recognition. He has authored over 20 books and

, l 300 papers in landscape architecture and urbanism and founded and
Y} ! serves as chief editor of Landscape Architecture Frontiers. Yu founded

\ \\ - Turenscape, a renowned firm specializing in eco-friendly, climate-resilient
design. With over 1,000 projects across 250 cities, Turenscape focuses on
nature-based solutions addressing climate challenges like flood
management and urban resilience. His work has received numerous
awards, including 16 ASLA Excellence and Honor Awards, 9 WAF Awards, 7
AZ Awards, and Holcim Asian Pacific Award the ULl International Excellence
Award. His prestigious honors include the Cornelia Hahn Oberlander Prize,
IFLA’s Sir Geoffrey Jellicoe Award, and the Cooper Hewitt National Design
Award. He also holds honorary doctorates from Sapienza University of
Rome and the Norwegian University of Life Sciences . He is also an elected
member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences (2016).



Marc-André Selosse Professor (France)

Topic: The Microbial Fabric of Life and Landscape

Marc-André Selosse, born March 29t" 1968, is professor at Muséum
national d’Histoire naturelle (Paris), and at Universities of Kunming (China)
and Gdansk (Poland), where he leads research teams. He has taught at
Vigosa University (Brazil), and teaches at Ecole Normale Supérieure,
Science Po and Hautes Etudes Commerciales (HEC). His research focuses
on the ecology and evolution of mycorrhizas, a major symbiosis between
soil fungi and roots of most land plants. He also has a general interest for
symbiosis and its evolution. He was head of the French Botanical Society
for ten years and is now president of the Fédération BioGée, member of
the French Academy of Agriculture and of the Institut Universitaire de
France. He (co-)edits four international scientific journals: New
Phytologist, Ecology Letters, Symbiosis and Botany Letter. He published
outreach books in French on microbiota (Jamaris seul, 2017), tannins (Les
godts et les couleurs du monde, 2019) soil (L ‘origine du Monde, 2021),
place of humans in nature (Nature et Préjugés, 2024).

Miguel Georgieff Landscape Architect (France)

Topic: Renaturing the City

Miguel Georgieff is a DPLG landscape architect (ENSP Versailles 1999) and
founding member of the COLOCO studio.

The work of Atelier COLOCO focuses on understanding the dynamics of
living systems in contemporary landscapes. Their projects seek evolution
through participatory processes where the question of diversity meets
practices and uses. COLOCO works at all scales, from gardens to large
landscapes, with a commitment to the habitability of territories under the
strong dynamics of climate change.



Mechtild Réssler, Former Director UNESCO World Heritage
Center (Germany)

Topic: Evolution of heritage landscapes

Mechtild Réssler is an expert in cultural and natural heritage with a
degree in geography from Freiburg University (Germany) and a PhD from
the Faculty for Earth Sciences, University of Hamburg (Germany). She
joined the Centre national de la recherche scientifique (CNRS) at the
Research Centre of the Museum “Cité des Sciences et de L’Industrie”
(Paris, France) in 1989 and in 1990/91 was a visiting scholar at the
Geography Department of the University of California at Berkeley, USA.
In 1991, she started working at UNESCO (Paris) in the Division for
Ecological Sciences (MAB Programme) and transferred in 1992 to the
UNESCO World Heritage Centre. After various positions Mechtild Réssler
became the Director of the World Heritage Centre from 2015 to end of
202'. Dr Réssler has published and co-authored 13 books and more than
120 articles, including on World Heritage cultural landscapes and ‘Many
voices, one vision: the early history of the World Heritage Convention’
(together with Christina Cameron, Routledge). After 30 years at UNESCO,
she retired and went back to academia in 2022 as researcher (CNRS -
UMR 8504 Géographie-cités) and lecturer (e.g. Heidelberg Center for
Cultural Heritage - University of Heidelberg, ICCROM).

Pepa Moran, PhD Landscape architect and professor (Spain)
Topic: Disrupted perceptions: from event to regime in

Mediterranean Wildfire landscapes

Pepa Moran Nurez is a Barcelona-based landscape architect, architect,
and academic. She earned her architecture degree from ETSAV-UPV in
2001, followed by a Master’s in Landscape Architecture (MAP-UPC) and
another in Urbanism (DUOT-UPC). Since 2005, she has been active in
landscape architecture and public space development, collaborating with
notable professionals such as Manuel Ruisanchez, Anna Zahonero, and
Marti Franch. From 2007 to 2012, she contributed to the River Llobregat
Team at the Association of Municipalities of the Barcelona Metropolitan
Area (AMB), focusing on projects and research

related to the Llobregat River and its surroundings.

In academia, Pepa serves as an Associate Professor in the Department of
Urbanism at the Barcelona School of Architecture (DUOT-ETSAB-UPC).
Since 2016, she has coordinated the Master in Landscape Architecture
(MBLandArch) at ETSAB-UPC. During this time, she has pursued her PhD
research on Morphologies of Change, exploring how processes are
represented in landscape architecture.



Rainer Stange Professor, Landscape Architect (Norway)

Topic: Stream Urbanism of Oslo

Rainer Stange was born and raised in Ramnes, Tensberg, southeast of
Norway. He is a landscape architect educated at NMBU As and in ENSP
Versailles, and has worked at architectural offices in Paris and Oslo. He is
the founder of the landscape- og architecture office of Bokemo in Oslo.
Rainer is behind a number of large park and urban projects all over
Norway. He is known to turn every project into a place with high park
feeling. For 25 years he has been active with day lighting the many
hidden waterways of Oslo; the stream urbanism, which he will present in
Nantes.

He has been vice-president and president for the Norwegian Landscape
architect association for 9 years. Rainer is professor in landscape
architecture at the institute of Urbanism and Landscape at the Oslo
school of Architecture AHO. He has given many lectures in several
countries. He is a columnist in the magazine Arkitektur and has written
two books and a number of professional articles on landscape
architecture.

Sylvanie Grée Landscape Architect (France)

Round Table Panelist

After studying at the Ecole d’Architecture de Bordeaux and the Ecole
Nationale Supérieure du Paysage de Versailles, Sylvanie became a DPLG
landscape architect in 2003. After stints at the TER agency, then working
with Yves Lion, she now works daily

on territorial and urban planning issues. In 2006, she and Claire Trapenard
founded the D’ICI LA agency. They developed a new office in Nantes,
which Sylvanie has been managing since 2015. Now an OPQU-qualified
urban planner, her taste for varied scales leads her to projects involving
territorial development, development and requalification of public spaces,
and urban and landscape project management. Sylvanie places landscape
and nature at the heart of all her projects, and develops a resilient
approach that integrates the challenges of regeneration and adaptation
of living organisms and uses as a key input for projects.



Véronique Mure, Botanist (France)

Round Table Panelist

Botanist and tropical agronomy engineer, Véronique Mure has been
exploring for 40 years the visible and invisible links we weave with trees,
gardens, and landscapes, from forests

to the heart of cities. After a professional career in the public sector
(Pont du Gard site, Occitanie Region, Nimes-Métropole Agglomeration),
she then worked as a botanical expert and consultant within the
company Botanique-Jardins-Paysages, specializing in the study of flora
and its connections with gardens and landscapes from naturalist,
historical, or prospective perspectives. She has thus assisted numerous
project managers and clients, both public and private, in anchoring
projects through plant palettes adapted to sites and responding to
current ecological challenges (water conservation, adaptation to climate
change, biological diversity...).

In all her interventions, she gives a large place to living things. It is a
conviction that she likes to share and transmit. She teaches botany at
the Ecole Nationale Supérieure du Paysage de Versailles, Marseille site.
She is, among others, the author of "Conversations sur I’herbe”
(Conversations on the Grass), "Conversations sous I'arbre” (Conversations
Under the Tree), and "Evasion botanique” (Botanical Escape) (Atelier Baie).

Virginie Vial (France), SAMOA Director

Round Table Panelist

Graduated from the Paris Graduate School of Business and Sciences Po’s
Urban Planning Program, Virginie Vial has spent over 25 years leading
major urban development projects with distinctive ambitions and
models: Eurodisney in France, the redevelopment of Renault’s industrial
sites in Boulogne-Billancourt, and the transformation of Nantes Island.
Since 2022, she has headed SAMOA, the public development agency
overseeing Nantes Island’s urban project and the expansion of
cultural/creative industries. Her leadership focuses on rethinking
conventional practices to decisively align projects with ecological and
social transformation goal



Moderators

Pierre Darmet

Pierre Darmet is Director of Institutional Relations at Unep - Les
entreprises du paysage, the professional organization for urban greening
and renaturing. He also serves as Secretary General of the Green Cities
Observatory, alongside its co-presidents Anne Marchand (Hortis) and
Laurent Bizot (Unep). Passionate about connecting biodiversity and cities,
he co-founded the International Biodiversity and Real Estate Council
(CIBI), the low-carbon and living architecture collective Unisson(s), and
supports initiatives such as the Biodiversity Impulsion Group (BIG). In his
home region, Loire, he co-chairs Les Rencontres de Saint Marcel, a forum
linking public, private, and civic actors. A radio host and columnist, Pierre
produces podcasts and chronicles on soil, water, and biodiversity, and
writes the newsletter Natures urbaines. Recognized as one of Choiseul’s
“100 Young Leaders” for three consecutive years, he ranks in the Top 5 of
the “Sustainable & Innovative City” category in 2024.

Karin Helms

Graduated from the Paris Graduate School of Business and Sciences
Po’s Urban Planning Program, Virginie Vial has spent over 25 years
leading major urban development projects with distinctive ambitions
and models: Eurodisney in France, the redevelopment of Renault’s
industrial sites in Boulogne-Billancourt, and the transformation of
Nantes Island. Since 2022, she has headed SAMOA, the public
development agency overseeing Nantes Island’s urban project and the
expansio